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CAMELOT NEWS
Evening meetings. We could do with more members coming along to our meetings
Our presenters often travel considerable distances and it is disappointing if the au-
dience is thin on the ground. A great opportunity occurs in May to ask questions
about our highways from the people who manage them!

Somerset Road Safety Partnership . Our Chairman participated in the making of a
new DVD on Red Routes, which are the high casualty routes in Somerset, of which
the A37 is one.

Successes. Last year April 2007 to April 2008 we had 26 Advanced Driving Test
applications from the Camelot Group. This year we should also equal that figure.
However new applications have dropped off considerably. Perhaps you could en-
courage a family member or friend to consider applying particularly as with IAM
Surety car insurance costs are virtually certain to be lower than existing quotes.

Calling our Observers.  We have been invited to join the Taunton Group at their
Observers practical training day on 2 May at Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall from
10-00 am until 3.00 pm. Please contact David Perkins asap for details

IAM NEWS
MOTS. An IAM survey in 2007 found that 32 per cent of motorists had forgotten
when their MOT was due and continued to drive — and break the law — without real-
ising it. The survey also found 71% think it would be a good idea for garages to
send out reminders, as some do already.

IAM welcomes safety assurance as lights go out. The IAM has welcomed the
Highways Agency’s (HA) new policy to switch off motorway lighting as it targets the
safest and quietest motorways. IAM Director of Policy and Research, Neil Greig,
said: “We were concerned that a rush to reduce the carbon footprint of motorway
lighting might have led to safety taking a back seat. But the HA has struck the right
balance by continuing to illuminate junctions and opting for low flow routes with a
good road safety record.” Mr Greig emphasized motorways are our safest roads
but collisions are more likely to take place at or near junctions. The IAM under-
stands the HA has no plans to extend the switch off to ‘A’ class dual and single
carriageways where lighting is key to reducing the risks of night time driving.

Mopeds. The IAM has pointed out that more 16 year
olds die or are seriously injured (KSI) riding a moped ///
than walking, cycling or travelling by car. 89% are boys.
In England riders are 4 times more likely to be killed or
be seriously injured than in Scotland or Wales, taking
account of the different size of population. Two-thirds of
those killed are on rural roads. But the majority of KSI's s
occur on minor urban roads.




Pleaseemember@llimeetings@reldpenfioimembers@ndfriendsI

Tuesday 5 May at Marston Magna Village Hall 7.30pm
Our Highways

The Highways Agency is responsible for the management and
operation of 650 miles of motorways and trunk roads in the SW .

Justin Reeve of its Service Provider, Inter-Route , is coming from
Bristol to update us of its latest initiatives ands operations.
)

Tuesday 2 June at Haynes Motor Museum _ 7.00pm

The Driving Challenge

We are again indebted to the Haynes to be able to use this excel-
lent venue. So we will feature ‘driving blindfold’, the forward and
reversing chicane and other interesting activities. Unfortunately
only a few cars came last year so encourage your neighbour and
friend to come with their cars.

It is a fun evening not a test!

Tuesday 5 July The Treasure Hunt

This year we are using a new format. We have some clues to
help but it is not a race but more of an evening-drive, finishing at
a hostelry. Encourage a friend or two to join you.

The start is at the Babylon Hill car park (by Boots/Next) on the
A30 Yeovil to Sherborne road at 7.00pm.




EMERGENCY VEHICLES

Don't panic and just brake. It's natural to want to react. But instinctively putting your
brakes on immediately in front of an emergency vehicle doesn't help: it slows the
progress of the emergency vehicle and jeopardises other road users.

Think about where you are on the road. You should deal with
the problem in the same way that you deal with any other po-
tentially hazardous driving situation. What is the safest option
available to you?

Don't cross red traffic lights or speed to get out of the way.

The emergency driver has training and legal exemptions that you don’t have. Bus
lanes and box junctions can be problems too, but let them resolve the problem of
breaking the rules — not you.

If you are moving it may well be that you can continue at a reasonable pace and the
emergency vehicle can follow you out of a pocket of congestion (such as a blocked
one way system). In that scenario, attempting to pull over too soon, or slow down,
might just cause a needless obstruction and so hamper the progress of the emer-
gency vehicle.

Indicate your intentions clearly Don’t pull in opposite other obstructions, such as
centre bollards. If you are thinking about pulling over across an entrance to a school
or factory, you may be unwittingly preventing the emergency vehicle reaching its
destination. And do think about where you are asking the emergency driver to over-
take you — on the brow of a hill or a blind bend can be placing him or her in a very
difficult position.

WINDSCREEN WIPERS

As spring starts to make the morning routine easier, have a look at the condition of
the wiper blades. Quite often, polish from the car body finds its way onto the wind-
screen blades, producing a smear or a less than clean sweep — or pimples of tree
resin that leave a line. It's tempting to replace the whole wiper when this happens —
but actually, a thorough wipe-over with a bit of kitchen roll can extend the life of the
blades considerably, take away those lines, and stop the smearing effect that de-
stroys vision so effectively.

When the rubber blades finally do give up the ghost, consider just replacing the rub-
bers themselves—there may not be a need to replace the entire wiper blade.
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Was the first powered vehicle invented by Belgian engineer J J Etienne Lenoir in
May 1862 when he took out his motor car with an internal combustion engine on
the roads of Paris in 1862 and drove 6 miles in 3 hours an average speed of 4 mph
or was it the first successful petrol-engine car built by Karl Benz of Mannheim in
1885 which on its first public run reached 15 mph? Neither!

Nicolas-Joseph Cugnot's "machine a feu pour le transport de wagons et surtout
de l'artillerie” ("fire engine for transporting wagons and especially artillery") was built
from 1769 in two versions for use by the French Army. Cugnot's fardier, a term usu-
ally applied to a massive two-wheeled cart for exceptionally heavy loads, was in-
tended to be capable of transporting 4 ton-
nes (3.9 tons), and of travelling at up to 4
km/h (2.5 mph). The vehicle was of tricycle
layout, with two rear wheels and a steerable
front wheel controlled by a tiller. There is
considerable evidence from the period this
vehicle actually ran, making it probably the
first to do so; however it remained a short-
lived experiment due to inherent instability
and the vehicle's failure to meet the Army's
specified performance level.

O
In 1801, Richard Trevithick constructed an experimental high-pressure steam-
driven vehicle (Puffing Devil) which was
equipped with a firebox enclosed within
the boiler, with one vertical cylinder, the
e e motion of the single piston being transmit-
', ted directly to the driving wheels by
Fape | A |y means of connecting rods. It was re-
el ]| = ported as weighing 1520 kg fully loaded,
: 1"/} with a speed of 14.5 km/h (9 mph) on the

o

flat
,--1
| During its first trip it was left unattended

#1 1] J whilst Trevithick celebrated in the local
— — pub and it burnt out!

H:.

Trevithick soon built the London Steam Carriage that ran successfully in London in
1803. On completion, it was driven about ten miles through the streets of London to
Paddington and back through Islington with seven or eight guest passengers, the
streets having been closed to other vehicles. This was the first trip of a self powered
passenger carrying vehicle in the world. During a trip on a subsequent evening,
Trevithick and his colleague crashed the carriage into some house railings and as a
result of this and lack of sales the vehicle was scrapped, the engine being sent to
work in a mill making hoops for beer barrels.
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Between 1824 and 1836, Walter Hancock constructed at his Stratford works in East
London a number of steam road vehicles, one of these being a three-wheeled four-
seater car.

In 1829 he built a small ten-seater bus called the Infant, with which in 1831 he began
a regular service between Stratford and London. This vehicle was made famous by
its later revenue-earning journeys from London to Brighton.

On 22 April 1833 Hancock’s steam omnibus The Enterprise began a regular service
between London Wall and Paddington via Islington. It was the first regular steam car-
riage service, and was the first mechanically propelled vehicle specially designed for
omnibus work to be operated.

In 1836 he introduced the 22-seat Automaton, and proceeded to run over 700 jour-
neys between London and Paddington, London and Islington, and Moorgate and
Stratford, carrying over 12,000 passengers in total and regularly travelling at speeds
in excess of 20 mph.

By 1840, however, the development of steam-powered road vehicles had lost impe-
tus and the heavy road tolls imposed by the Turnpike Acts had turned inventors away
from steam. Hancock was forced to give up the struggle, and the way was left clear
for the operators of horse buses.

O

O

Have you seen this new road sign introduced on 1st April?

== MAKE CARS GREEN
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In February this year | decided to go to Spain with a friend, Alan. We have been
good friends since he joined the police force many years ago and was attached to
my group. We have still maintained that contact since | retired in 1994 and | am
godfather to two of his children. He is still in the police but now works in the Bristol
area.

Arriving in Spain we were met by the car hire company and handed a Renault Clio
1.2L. A couple of days later we took a trip about 35 miles south to meet a friend of
his who was on a three-month holiday with his daughter and her family. Their home
was inland in an area that | was unfamiliar with. Although we had only intended
staying for a couple of hours we ended up leaving at about 10.15 in the evening.

When we arrived in the morning we had been met and directed to their house but
now we had to find our way back. The first two miles or so consisted of a rough
track and narrow country roads but we successfully arrived at the major road, which
would take us back to the flat. We had not met any other vehicles and the major
road was clear. | turned left and started accelerating up the slight hill towards a fast,
sweeping left hand bend about 200-300 yards up the road. Just as | was entering
the bend | was confronted by a pair of headlights coming straight for me... at speed.
There was no chance for either of us to avoid an accident and the resulting impact
was horrendous, both in the sudden stop and the noise. Too late, | realized that |
had pulled out on the left side of the road instead of the right. It was estimated that
the other vehicle, a BMW was travelling at least 60 mph and | was travelling at
about 30 mph, a head on impact speed of 90 mph+.

All the front lights on both vehicles had been smashed and we were in complete
darkness. | called out to Alan but could get no response. Another vehicle then ap-
peared and cast some light on the scene and | looked across at Alan. He was
slumped forward with his chin on his chest and showed no sign of movement. The
feeling that went through me was indescribable, as | feared the worst. | recall
screaming at him to talk to me, still with no response. | think my training then started
to kick in and | had to kick my door open to get out and found that the rear of the car
had ended up in the gully at the side of the road and | had to go around the front of
the car. It wasn't until later that | realized that we had actually ‘bounced back’ some
10 feet on impact. With some difficulty | wrenched Alan’s door open, still calling to
him to try to get a response but with no recognition from him.

O

Other people had now come up and obviously no one spoke English. In spite of
that, a couple were holding torches on Alan and another took the triangle from the
boot of the car to place down the road. | reached in and established that Alan had a
strong, regular pulse and his breathing was regular which helped me feel a little
calmer. One of the dozen or so people that had stopped to help told me that the
police and ambulance were on the way. | still kept talking to Alan and eventually he
started coming round asking ‘Richard, what happened?’ a question he was to ask
me many times in the next half hour. O




He then decided that he wanted to get out of the car and refused to be dissuaded
from doing so and so we carefully assisted him to do so. | then asked after the occu-
pant of the other car and was told, in Spanish, that he was ok and had been on his
own. More relief.

I was still looking after Alan who seemed reasonably ok; although he was bleeding
from a wound on his scalp, and then heard a female say ‘Hello, are you the driver of
this car?’ | turned and saw an English paramedic who had moved to Spain when she
was eight years old.

She was wonderful! She took Alan to the ambulance first and checked him over, put-
ting a dressing and bandage on his head and then came out to me. | asked her if she
would tell the other driver how sorry | was and that | hoped he was not badly hurt.
This she did and he raised his hand to me in acknowledgement.
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The police decided to have a word with me first and requested a breath test and no, |
hadn’t been drinking and so blew a negative test. Through the paramedic they asked
me to return to the police station the next day to make a statement with an inter-
preter. | then went into the ambulance, with Alan, the other driver and the paramedic,
who | subsequently found was called Lulu. En-route, Lulu dressed my bleeding hand
having checked me over and found nothing else except bruising to worry about.

On arrival at the hospital Lulu checked us both in and asked us if we both had the
necessary EHIC registration cards to obtain free medical treatment. We did. We were
then both taken away and examined; our various injuries x-rayed, cleaned up and
redressed Alan with his head bandaged up and myself with a bandage half way up
my arm.

| had asked Lulu if she could ask the police if | could attend my local police station in
Spain as the car was not driveable and it would be very difficult to get the 35 miles or
so to their station. She had not got back to me on that but, while we were waiting to
be discharged, she appeared with the policeman, having agreed to act as interpreter.
This was unexpected but very welcome.

Following the statement the policeman told me that it was unlikely | would face any
further police action. We were then discharged by a doctor who spoke very little Eng-
lish but managed to give us instructions and a prescription for the drugs we needed.

We were then taken to the reception area, still in the wheel chairs in which we had
been transported around the hospital. | tried to ask if someone if they could order a
taxi to be told ‘No taxi. Ambulance coming’.

While we were waiting the other driver had been discharged and he and his father,
who had come to collect him, both came over and shook our hands before leaving. |
apologized again and shortly after that the ambulance came and drove us the 30
miles back to our flat.

Two days later we returned to England, a very uncomfortable journey as we both had
extensive bruising caused through the airbags and seat belts. Over the two weeks
following the accident we both to discovered that we had sustained numerous injuries
that we were unaware of and five weeks on are still receiving treatment.

At least we are both alive and got off relatively lightly. No one is quite sure how we

survived, but someone was looking after us, and | am grateful to still be around to tell
the tale. As | am sure you can imagine, | am taking a lot of stick over the accident.
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Please remember to drive on the right. | know this sounds obvious, but when
pulling away from stationary, especially on an empty road, it is easy to for-
get!!

The Spanish drink drive alcohol level is now half the British level. Take care.

Never park anywhere where the kerb is painted yellow. Your car will be
towed away and they will leave a ticket pasted to the pavement informing
you of where you car is and how much it will cost to get it back!

When leaving major roads, many are marked no left turn. In this case nor-
mally there will be a slip road off to the right and you sweep round and treat
the major road as a cross roads. Occasionally when joining a major road
from the ‘wrong’ side, you go straight across the road and join from a slip
road in the centre of the road. Although this paragraph can be on any junc-
tion it is more applicable to traffic light controlled junctions.

When refuelling, most filling stations are attendant served. There are very
few self service stations. Petrol is cheaper than at home and is normally
sold in value rather than litres. You just hand over a 10 euro note and say
‘Dieth Euros por favour’ (20 euros = Bayntay) and you get your petrol. Easy!
You must turn off your engine and lights when refuelling. There are no filling
stations in Santa Pola itself, but there are plenty on the main coast road just
outside the town

A

A few words of warning about hire car insurance.

Be wary of the claim that all cars are fully insured. This can be true but all it is
stating is that they have full third party, fire and theft legal cover. This does
not mean comprehensive, although it may do, and you may well have a very
high excess to pay even then.

| have heard of excesses from £200 to £1600 and not all hire companies tell
you this although you will generally find it in the small print on the rear of the
hire document. You can normally get this waived by paying a higher pre-
mium, but it is worth checking. It can save you a lot of money.
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Oebruary

Our meeting in February had to be cancelled because of snow and ice on the roads.
The Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service presentation has been re-
scheduled for November.

March— The History of steam-powered aircraft

Tony Robins gave us a very interesting presentation pointing out that using steam
power Henri Giffard in 1852 flew a 3hp airship near Paris and Louis Gagon flew a
helicopter in British Columbia in 1902 but it crashed after take-off. In WW2 the Ger-
mans planned to convert a Messerschmitt ME264a to steam power whilst his story
about the Allies building and using four steam-powered aircraft over the North Atlan-
tic was fascinating but maybe fanciful.

April - The Panama-Alaska Car Rally

At the April monthly meeting we were greatly entertained by Stephen Hall and his
wife ( his lap-top operator and prompter). They gave us an illustrated talk on their
participation in 2008 on a ‘fun’ car rally from Panama to Alaska together with fifteen
other classic cars, plus three back-up 4x4s, Two Land Rover Discoveries and a Toy-
ota Land Cruiser. Both Discoveries apparently made hard-work over some stages but
nothing untoward was revealed about the Toyota.

All the vehicles were shipped to Panama via the canal and were collected at the far
end. Stephen and Joyce were driving their 1972 Lotus Elan Sprint. Apparently LO-
TUS stands for ‘Lot of trouble, usually serious’, not that they suffered any trouble
other than their rear end being reshaped by a Lotus Cortina. (My 1936 Ford 8 didn't
have any brakes either) AND, what about the two-second rule.

Their drive of 11.600 miles was fascinating with superb pictures and often prompted
dialogue. The rally passed through Costa Rica (where a bribe was demanded before
being allowed in, or was it out, I'm not sure. Nicaragua — Belize — Mexico (where
4,000mile services where carried out) Then on into U.S. passing through many states
and canyons. Salt Lake City was driven through on roads which were made wide
enough for Horses and wagons to turn-about. Through Montana to Canada, where
they joined up with the Alaska State Highway to their final destination.

The party stayed at 44 hotel/lodges of varying standards (mostly high) en-route. All
the cars made it except a Jaguar ‘E’ Type, the driver of which made some derogatory
remarks at the start of the rally to the effect that some of the cars, including a Rover
90 (the village doctor’s car) would never make it to the end. Although all participants
are friends, there must have been some satisfaction in the fact that the ‘E’ Type failed
and had to have an engine- rebuild partway.

U
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Rickshaw drivers in Delhi, known for
their high fares and drunkenness, can
join the ‘Honourable Company of rick-
shaw wallahs’ who will pay them a
higher wage if they wash regularly, are
polite, follow traffic rules and don't drink
or take drugs or swear.

O

It's not legal for a number plate to have
a country flag or emblem here. Only GB
is permitted. But the law might be
changed soon.

A motorist in Nottinghamshire, who al-
lowed an injured man involved in an ac-
cident to sit in his Ford Focus, watched
as the Fire Service cut off the roof so
they could extract him in a horizontal
position in case he had a
spinal injury.

‘Deadbeat dads" who fail
to pay child support could
have their driving li-
cences and passports
taken from them instantly
under Government plans.

Motorists in East Sussex
are revealed as the most
likely in the UK to claim
on their motor insurance for theft from
their vehicle, or for their vehicle being
stolen, Incidentally 375,000 vehicles are
stolen every year in the UK.

Latest estimates are that around 6.5%
(around 2 million) of GB motorists drive
uninsured. Uninsured driving adds
around £30 a year to every motorist's
insurance premium - amounting to more
than £400m a year in additional premi-
ums. It is also estimated that uninsured
and untraced drivers kill 160 people and
injure 23,000 every year.]

To run one car for one year, average
households must consider an annual
budget of almost £6000, according to a
survey. This is based on an average
commute of 17 miles, figures as deter-
mined by Auto Trader.

£350m crash bill for driving with a cold!
More than 125,000 crashes were
caused last year by motorists with colds
and flu which impairs driver awareness
by as much as 11% - the equivalent of
downing a double whisky.

Tato are taking orders in India for their
new NANO car which has gone on sale
at £1,300. It does 15 miles to the litre.

The question is will it be imported to the
UK?

In a trial, two cars in Man-
chester have CCTV in-
stalled to check if drivers
are distracted by using a
mobile, eating, applying
make-up etc. A fine po-
tentially follows.

|

Ever changed a tyre?
When Radio Essex
wanted two of their pre-
senters to do so under supervision of a
mechanic ,they required a paramedic, a
first-aider and a private ambulance to be
present!

It lines up with explorer Sir Ralph
Fiennes, sailor Sir Robin Knox-Johnson
and war reporter John Simpson, on re-
cently filming for the TV series ‘Top
Dogs’,being told they needed supervi-
sion to light a primus stove. They told
the young man involved to clear off or
words to that effect !

O
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| recently received a letter from a friend, Sue Fisher, who now lives in France and
who | ‘observed’ for her Advanced test some years ago. She says ' | just thought
I'd write to let people know how to pass the French driving test. I've lived in la Belle
France for 18 years and am so grateful for the training | received from the 1AM and
am sure it has saved my life on many an occasion .

To pass

1. Tailgate at high speed, as close as possible.

2. If the vehicle in front stops, signal to let the one behind pass, especially if a
foreigner.

3. Never look in the rear-view mirror.

4. Always brake on corners or just after.

5. Never signal intentions.

6. Use a mobile phone at every opportunity.

-

Sue tried for a time to encourage some French friends to drive like Advanced driv-
ers but found it Mission Impossible. | recall that when | was ‘observing’ her she
drove a Peugeot 309 GT which was a good performer and handled better than a
Golf GTI, but of inferior build quality. She later had a Volvo 100 ES, a rather odd-
looking sporty Volvo, which some members may remember. Sue and her husband
lived in Pitcombe, near Bruton, before moving to France.

(SLOW) DRIVING KILLS

The following item is from a letter in the Sunday Telegraph of 5 April which | thought
rather amusing.

Sir, A couple of weeks ago | was stuck behind a 30 mph driver through a
string of local villages and on the long straight 60 mph limit road connecting two of
the villages there was simply too much traffic to pass him. So | followed him for four
miles. Somewhere during this time he ran over a cat, but he didn't stop.

Michael Spencer Fife

This proves that driving too slowly is often more dangerous than driving fast as it
often encourages hazardous overtaking and general frustration.

Driving to Bristol on the A 37 last week | followed an empty car-transporter with an
empty low loader in front which prevented any overtaking as they drove closely at
40-50 mph—no problem. But at Chelwood the low-loader turned left at the round-
about and the transporter disappeared from view and | didn’t catch up with it until
the traffic lights at Whitchurch. Perhaps he had disconnected his ‘tacko’ but he cer-
tainly did not impede anyone. A good case for a HGV 50 mph limit? [
[T
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